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     PRESS RELEASE 

17th Judicial Circuit Court  
Returns to Universal Masking 

ROCKFORD, IL –  Chief Judge Eugene Doherty announced today that, effective Monday, 
August 30, the Circuit Court will return to the requirement that all persons in the courthouse, 
regardless of vaccination status, must be masked. 

“It’s disappointing to have to take step backwards,” said Chief Judge Doherty, referring to the 
fact that masks had previously not been required for fully vaccinated persons.  “Still, the court 
has met its responsibilities during the pandemic and will continue to do so.  I know that litigants, 
lawyers, and jurors have been extremely cooperative with our measures relating to public health, 
and I have every expectation that they will continue to be.” 
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